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A Christmas Message 
What value is there in celebrating Christmas? 
 

Without sounding like a Scrooge, sometimes we have to ask the question in order to truly understand 
what Christmas is all about. In recent years it appears that the community has shifted the focus away 
from a celebration of Christ’s birth, to a commercial exploit of gift giving. 
So I genuinely ask you to consider, why do you celebrate Christmas? What is it all about for you? 
What does Christmas really mean to you? It becomes too easy to fall into the giving and receiving of 
Christmas presents without fully appreciating why we do 
give gifts. 
I’m reminded of the words of singer/songwriter Randy 
Stonehill, in his song “A Christmas Song for all year 
round” 
I wonder if this Christmas 
They'll begin to understand 
The Jesus that they celebrate 
is much more than a man 
'Cause the way the world is I don't see 
How people can deny 
The only way to save us 
Was for Jesus Christ to die 
 

And I know that if Saint Nicholas was here 
He would agree 
That Jesus gave the greatest gift of all 
To you and me 
They led Him to the slaughter 
On a hill called Calvary 
And mankind was forgiven 
When they nailed Him to the tree 
 

It’s time we as Christians reclaimed Christmas as a Christian celebration. For me, we celebrate Christ-
mas with gifts to remember and to celebrate the greatest gift that could ever and has ever been giv-
en, the gift of a God who so loved the world that his gift was his only begotten Son to suffer death in 
our place so we can have eternal life. – Now that is worth celebrating! 
The moment we know why we celebrate Christmas is the moment we start to claim it back as a Chris-
tian festivity, that has true meaning to everyone who dares to ask the question “Why do we celebrate 
Christmas?” 
Let me take this opportunity to wish everyone in MMM a very blessed and wonderful Christmas. I 
hope and pray that everyone finds the true meaning of Christmas in our hearts, and that you take the 
time to relax, and enjoy the festivities with family and friends. 

Merry Christmas to all. 
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Travelling to Cornerstone, we drove through areas that 
have had so much rain that everything was waterlogged, 
with dams overflowing and rivers flooding, causing heart-
ache and damage to all the low lying areas. Also some of 
our team members had to travel via alternate routes. 
Cornerstone is in the midst of changing their way of doing 
things at the centre, so our project was to convert two old 
rundown girls bathrooms to new modern facilities by re-
moving old baths, vanities etc..and replacing with new tiled 
showers. Also tiling the floor to the entry and toilet areas, 
installing new partition walls, waterproofing, plumbing etc…  
There was so much work, and because we had many wet days 
it was taking some time for things to dry. We didn’t quite fin-
ish, leaving some of the finishing off to Cornerstone staff. 
Whilst some of the boys worked on the bathrooms (with lim-
ited space), Gwen, Fay and Greg began painting one of the 
soon to be occupied houses and joined by Brian in the second 
week, painting the kitchen, dining, lounge room, two bed-
rooms, 2nd lounge room, hallway and toilet.  
Talented Robyn put her art skills into practice creating around 
a dozen fantastic pieces of art on canvases which were hung in 
the freshly painted student bedrooms (painted previously by 
work for the dole people). 
It did rain more whilst we were there but it didn’t stop us, only 
slowed things down a little, but the team of Greg & Robyn, Les & 
Fay, Neil & Chris, Phill & Gwen, Neil & Norma, Paul, Brian & Chris 
did an excellent job! 
 
Phill & Gwen Hall. 

Cornerstone Ministries, Dubbo 

Cornerstone team 

Robyn Painting 

Finished Kitchen 

Neil Thompson 
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People & Places 

Farewell from the Bell’s 
 
After 7 years with the mission, our family will be moving 
to a new season in our lives. Through God’s provision 
we have been able to purchase a home in nearby Moris-
set Peninsula  and my role as a Children’s Caseworker 
will continue into 2017. We have been blessed greatly 
during our time with MMM. We have been cared for so 
well by the MMM family and have been privileged to 
see God working through the selfless, faithful, enduring 
efforts of His people – you the MMM workers, pray-ers 
and supporters.  We pray that the wonderful work of 
the NSW team will continue and that God will raise up a 
new leader to grow this vital ministry. 
 
Blessings, Lyndon, Kelly, Emily, Charlie, Hollie and Evie.   

 Give thanks for the wonderful support given 
to the Bell family during their time with 
MMM. 

 

 Pray for Barry Campbell as he recovers from a 
major stroke, he is recovering in Toronto Pri-
vate Hospital and is making good progress for 
these early days. Jeanette gives thanks for the 
little blessings she has received in this tough 
time, please keep them both in your prayers. 

 

 Please continue to uphold Chris Thompson as 
she recovers from major surgery. 

 

 Pray for wisdom for our NSW Committee as 
they consider new project applications. 

Prayer & Praise 

Start Date Project Description Project Team Required 

Feb 1-17th Bethsham Ministries @ Wyee Renovate green room  

Feb (TBA) WEC Baulkham Hills Granny flat 

Feb -  Mar YWAM Mayfield Deck and kitchen work 

Mar6-17th Christian Outreach Centre, Cobram Internal Fit Out 

Monthly Prayer Group 
 

You are warmly invited to join us on the 1st  
Friday of each month to pray for the ministry of 

MMM Australia.   
 

Our next gathering will be  
 

February 3rd, 2017,  
10am  

at the MMM State Centre, 70 Wyee Rd, Wyee 
 

For more information ph. 4357 2921 
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Local Church Passing on Knowledge and Skills  
Kelmscott Congregational Church is a small 
church that believes that it is important to 
mentor children and encourages  the older 
members of their congregation teaching 
them to teach and instruct the younger. In 
addition to our Sunday service, we have two 
programs that run on alternate Fridays, Men-
tor Men’s Torque and Mentor Women’s 
Walk. The aim of these programs is to pass 

on the practical knowledge and skills of the congregation and be able to share and express our faith while 
doing so. We have a well-equipped workshop and shed, kitchen, craft and sewing  equipment. We are pray-

ing that God will lead us in our search for a large property that will allow 
us to extend this program to reach out to many more local children in 
need.                                                                                        

A call was put out to MMMWA for assistance to construct a ramp for 
better and safer access, for some of the older members, to the Church 
building. Rod Heape was soon at 
work in the MMMWA Shed man-
ufacturing the components that 
could be easily transported and         
constructed onsite. “Great Job Mr 
Rod, that is going to make it so 

much easier for some of our members, a real blessing”. Next task was 
to clean up the front fascia of the building; a bit of a rub and a lick of 
paint and the church now had a fresh look about it. MMMWA will re-
turn to replace some  guttering and downpipes in early 2017. 

Recently MMMWA was blessed with the donation of a new instant gas hot water service, fully installed. The 
old one just could no longer keep up with the demand and many a day frustrations could be heard. Visitors 
will no longer have to wait in line for hot water or try to make that infinite adjustment between cold and 
warm (not hot) water.  A big thank you goes out to our anonymous donor, a very pleasant surprise when Ka-
ren and I arrived home. 
MMMWA also took possession of a 2012 Falcon Ute, which had been sent over from Head 
Office (Vic) ex MMM Build. This will replace the old Holden Rodeo and give much more peace 
of mind on those road trips beyond the Perth City Limits.   

Kelmscott Congregational Church 

Rod at work in MMM Shed 

Ramp for easier and safer access 

MMMWA now in Hot Water... 
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WA Caravan Safari 2017... Join the Stampede 
Planning for the first MMM Caravan  Safari to cross the Nullarbor and head west is well  
underway and starting to take shape.  A number of Projects have been locked in,  
others are still waiting for approvals. All are excited to have a MMM Safari Team visit.   
Co-ordination of the WA Safari and the Projects have  been left in the hands of  
Trevor Beard MMMWA Regional Manager and Phill Hall MMMNSW Team  
Leader. 
Subject to some refinement, the Safari will take place from Mar to July 2017,  
with stops at: 
27 Mar-07 Apr   Esperance,  work on farm stay and church 
22 Apr-30 Apr    Busselton, SU Camp Geographe Bay , refurbish 5 dorms,  
                             replace bunks and paint 
                             Mundijong, paint exterior of church hall 
08 May-20 May Perth, Camp Wattle Grove, maintenance of camp facilities and huts 
                             Perth, construct church extension and toilet block 
29 May- 09 Jun  Geraldton, Wandalgu Mission, renovate dormitory and cottage, fix plumbing 
19 Jun- 30 Jun    Carnarvon,  construct a children’s playground 
10 July-21 Jul     Port Hedland, construct a walkway between 2 buildings 
(Note: Final Itinerary should be available early in the new year) 

 Working on a MMM project gives you an opportunity to use the skills and talents that God has given you to 
bless and encourage others in God’s family 
If you would like to be a part of this Western Australian Caravan Safari 2017, registered your interest      
today, you can join for part or all of the safari and it is open to all MMM Volunteers from the either East or 
West  
Contact Trevor  0409 778 799  Email mmmwa@mmm.org.au  
OR  Phill 0428 233 317 Email  phill.gwen1@bigpond.com 

 
MMMWA has been working with many Christian ministries over this past year, assessing their building and 
maintenance needs and the availability of MMM Volunteers to carry out projects that will assist them in  
growing their ministry and extending the Kingdom. Like all States, MMMWA relies on and is indebted to all our 
Volunteers and Friends , without you the ministry of  “Serving those who Serve” would not exist.  MMMWA 
would like to take this opportunity to say a “BIG THANK YOU”. Whether you are involved with the MMMWA 
Committee, Ladies Ministry Team, worked on a Project, pray for the ministry, give financially or support our 
Events... “You are part of the MMMWA Family”. A special blessing to all of you as we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, our Saviour 

 Pray for Rod Heape ,as he spends all of December in Bali helping out at an orphanage just outside 
Denpasar. Pray for good health and travelling mercies and that he will be able to have opportunities to 
encourage local Christians and share his faith with others. 

 Pray for additional persons to be prompted to become involved in the ministry of MMMWA, by join-
ing either the WA Regional Committee, Prayer Group or part of a work team. 

 Give thanks for the road trip undertaken by Terry and Trevor north to Geraldton, which saw contact 
with leaders of Wandalgu Mission, Sun City Church, Church of Christ Geraldton and Juirien Community 
Church. Each shared their vision for their ministries and possible involvement of MMM to assist them. 

 Give thanks for the donations received, that allow the ministry of MMM to continue to serve those 
who serve. 

 Prayer and Praise 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjZ8PrswbTPAhVIUZQKHW89AC8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dsr.wa.gov.au%2Fabout%2Fregions&bvm=bv.134052249,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEGAVZeNMl-d0aSsWgnK2xt7uMc0g&ust=1475236062892327
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjX_c3wvrTPAhVCpZQKHYg9D9YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fourtouringpast.com%2Fold_wp%2Fmy-caravans%2Fdaisy&bvm=bv.134052249,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNFgXrUk_h6poFyZVwMSSWQKSyP-
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November 19th was a watershed day for MMM Victoria, for the first 
time since MMM departed the property at Whittlesea we had a fund-
raising garage sale. On the inspiration of Margaret Taylor we start-
ed planning the event way back in May and throughout this period 
many of the Victorian volunteers and supporters collected the bric-
a-brac, furniture, and other items for sale from all over Victoria. 
Noel Taylor and Terrence Baxter even ventured down as far as 
Paynesville in Gippsland to collect a trailer full of furniture. 
With guidance from the experts in Garage Sales (MMM Queensland) 

the team did a great job sorting, pricing and setting up the factory at Mitcham ready for 
what we hoped would be a fantastic day. When the big day arrived we had several 
new volunteers for the day helping out with a sausage sizzle, Devonshire tea’s, and 
manning the tables. The day itself…. well it was just perfect Spring day in Melbourne 
which helped bring lots of people out to see what we had to offer. 

It was a very successful day, we managed to raise around $3,500 
which we think is awesome for our first venture into this area in 
more than 9 years and the first in the Mitcham location. Many 
thanks to the Victorian and Head office team who put in a huge effort leading up to and 
on the day. And a special thanks to Marg for all her planning and inspiration. 

          Benwerren Project 
In October & November the Victorian volunteers revisited a mission where we have done several projects over 
the years – Benwerren Women’s Refuge in Yarra Junction. The challenge this time was to convert an old farm 
shed (I use the term loosely) into a workable sorting and storage room for their Op-Shop materials. 
The project team included Ian & Margaret Knowles, Brain & Kath Chisolm, Cedrick Wyndham, Leigh Whittle, 
Barry & Helen Steer, Ian & Marilyn Wilson. It wasn’t all plain sailing, with the team arriving on the Sunday to 
setup camp a massive storm front went through and power was lost to the site for the first 4 days. Undaunted, 
caravan generators were repurposed to run power tools, charge phones, and boil-the-billy and the theme of 
“adapt and overcome”. A few weeks (and a lot of effort) later a fantastic facility has been finished. Thanks to 
everyone involved!The team at Benwerren are thrilled with their new facility, and it was in use the day after the 
internal painting was completed! 

Huge Garage Sale 
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ACMA Project 

In October we fielded a special project team made up of MMM Head Office staff Kim Roediger & Terrence 
Baxter, and a team from the.church@1330 (in Scoresby) to deliver and as-
semble some specialised Pallet Racking for ACMA at Coldstream Airport in the 
Yarra Valley. 
With an early start the ACMA team put on a fantastic breakfast for the team 
when they arrived, and soon after we began assembly of the racking which 
was miraculously sourced through MMM a few weeks before. We also start-

ed a process of filling in access areas 
where birds are entering the hanger 
and finding lovely spaces to rest over-
night on aircraft, leaving their “calling 
cards” as deposits. Kim Roediger 
worked through a series of apertures 
with blanking plates and timber infills 
to eliminate possible access points. 
A short sharp project, we were all fin-
ished and out of the hanger by 
1:00pm, leaving behind 

a very grateful AC-
MA CEO, Vanessa 
Lister and her team. 

Start Date Project Description Project Team Required 

TBA Samoan Church Campbellfield Shower/bathroom installation 

TBA Belgrave Heights Convention Facilities painting 

 
 
 

Keep the sun off 
your head and fly the MMM Flag at the 

same time!!! 
You can help support MMM by pur-
chasing the great caps for just $15. 

Contact Head Office on (03) 9837 2700 

 Pray for a Victorian/South Australian Region Manager to 
hear from God and take on the leadership in this region. 

 Pray for David Graham as he completes his house build and 
moves in in the next few months. Pray he finds rest and 
peace in his new home. 

 Pray for new team members to work alongside our awe-

some Vic Project teams. 

Prayer Points 
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A team consisting of John de Jonge, Darryl House, 
Graeme Scott, Rod Dowling, Josh Richards, Jack & 
Adriana VanderWal, Lance Reeves and Jason Mah, 
recently installed a new ceiling for the Worldview 
guys in part of their dining/lounge areas. Timber ply 
sheets, with a rubber shadow line in between, 
dressed up the areas to be used for a café/
entertaining and relaxing by the new wood heater. 
A week was earmarked, but with such an able team 
of volunteers headed up by John de Jonge, that and 
other smaller jobs were accomplished with a mini-
mum of fuss and well ahead of schedule. 
Great job team!  

Worldview Centre for Intercultural Studies 

Global Literature Outreach (GLO) at Smithton would like to have a team 
visit and help out with a number of miscellaneous smaller works at their 
centre over the Christmas break. Probably mid-Jan 2017! Call or email 
Rod or Lynn regarding details and to let them know your availability. 

Upcoming Event 
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 Praise the Lord for the completion of the 
Worldview Centre project and for the group of 
volunteers who helped make it happen. 

 Praise God for family, friends and this special 
time of year, celebrating Christmas and a New 
Year, reflecting with gratitude and thankfulness 
for God’s love and favour. 

 Pray for health and support for Jack Vanderwal. 
 Pray for our hearts to be filled afresh with 

thankfulness for God’s greatest gift to us, Jesus 
Christ. Pray God may use us to reflect the love of 
Jesus to others again this Christmas. Pray many 
will seek the Lord this year and come to know 
him as their personal Saviour. 

 Pray for available volunteers, wisdom, God’s 
enabling, and for financial provision for our up-
coming projects. 

Prayer & Praise 

This is the time of year when after we look back on the year that was, my thoughts are turned to the peo-
ple who make up MMM. People who give tirelessly and make Lynn and my job easier and more reward-
ing as we put together teams, communicate with Christian organisations and implement protocol to keep 
a safe and happy work environment. 
Thank you to the many people who continually say ‘yes’ and to the others who pray and give in other 
ways!! 
My reflection on the year for myself would have to focus on the great 
importance of healthy relationships. Often this is out of my control but 
where I can, I need to work on my servant attitude and see a bigger pic-
ture of what the Lord is doing. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 2:1
-11 is my encouragement to you guys but also the ongoing challenge to 
myself. 
Love and peace, Roderick  

Start Date Project Description Project Team Required 

Completed Worldview  

Mid Jan GLO  Property Maintenance 

TBA Pilgrim HIll Approved. In need of more finance 

TBA Zion’s  Hill - Prayer Tower Waiting council approval 

Christmas Reflection 

MMM Tas  

End of Year 

Celebration 

Picnic 

Myrtle Park 

Sites 13 & 14 

Please keep this date free!  

We are booking a couple of camping sites for 

our group, so if you would like to bring your car-

avan or tent for a night or so…it’s $10 a night 

(pay on the day), free showers and use of camp 

kitchen. Ring Colleen on 6399 3368. 

11am on the 10th December 

Shared Picnic Lunch – bring savoury and sweet 

to share. 

Please bring your own camping chair. 
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The last team project for the Northern Safari was at Ngukurr and the team met at Roper Bar and arrived 
all together where we set up camp in and around the spare unit near the Anglican rectory.  
Ngukurr is a remote Aboriginal community on the banks of the Roper River in Southern Arnhem Land, 
with a population of approximately 1500. In 2008 the church celebrated 100 years of the mission being 
established there. 
The church is run by the Aboriginal people, with the help of John and Jenna Armstrong who are there in 
partnership with Wycliffe, Scripture Union and the Anglican Church. Although a lot of the church services 
and fellowship are held outside under a tree, the church building is still a central identity within the 
community and is used for funerals and Sunday school. The job tasks here were numerous.  
At the church, the roof was removed to lay insulation, then the roof replaced. A room at the back of the 
church that had been white ant eaten was demolished and a new room constructed on the existing slab. 
This has enabled a specific room for Sunday school and other purposes in the future. The interior of the 
church was re sheeted and painted. The rectory had minimal or dangerous fencing around it. So the job 
was to remove the existing fence and install fencing around the property to keep kids in and unwanted 
dogs out. We found out whilst there that Ngukurr means ‘rocky place’. The guys digging the holes for the 
fence posts will certainly attest to this fact. There were many sore muscles as they worked to install 190 
metres of pool fencing. Insulation was also installed on part of the rectory roof and a carport built, as 
well as a number of other small maintenance jobs. John and Jen-
na have two children Matty (4) and Lydia  
As a team we were also blessed with many lovely times of fellow-
ship with the local Christians. There were singing times around 
the fire, and we were taken out to “Mission Gorge” which was a 
special time with some of the ladies.  
Caren and Anne 

Ngukurr Project 

Adrian Behrens and  

John Cooper 

Finished Room 

Tom Redsell and Lloyd Taylor Peter Trebbin 
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People & Places 

On November 12th our region held a fund raising dinner with a 
‘tradie’ theme. It was a lot of fun and a very busy event with over 
170 people attending and many dressing for the theme. We held si-
lent auctions, a baking stall, a quiz based on the DVD of projects and 
travels, fines for various things throughout the evening, prizes for 

best dressed tradie and lucky seat num-
bers as well as a challenge to give gener-
ously to support the work of MMM into 
2017. Twenty five thousand dollars was 
raised from the event which is a wonderful reflection of the prayer, support and 
love so many have towards this mission. What a blessing to our region committee 
and fund raising team for all the effort that went into the evening. Many thanks 
once again to all who attended or sent donations. 

 Praise our Lord for another year of opportunities 
to serve those who serve in many regional and 
remote places. 

 Praise for our wonderful team members who 
joined projects from Mango Hill to Nhulunbuy and 
many places in between this year 

 Praise for Sophia Behrens being accepted to 
Mueller College into year 1 next year 

 Pray - Safety for all MMM workers over the 
Christmas season 

Prayer Support 

Start Date Project Description Project Team Required 

Dec 16th Finish work year  

Jan 23rd Maintenance and tagging tools at centre  

Feb (TBA) 7 Local Projects approved and in planning for early 2017  

Asher, Emma and  

Quinn Snare 

Marg Reyan,Warren Reyne, 

 Marg and Lloyd Taylor 

Hugh Nash, Kay and Harry Roberts 

Avril Cook and Joan 

Beris and Cliff 
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MMMPRAYERNews 

“The story of every great Christmas achievement is the history of answered prayer”  
- E. M. Bounds 

 

This is certainly true in the 40 year history of MMM. Many have faithfully prayed to God, seeking his will and 
way for this great ministry to continue “serving those who serve”. Our faithful, gracious God has answered with 
so many blessings! I’m sure you will say Amen!  So many of our prayer requests become praise points!   
 
Give thanks for our CEO Terrence Baxter. Pray he will have very restful times and 
enjoyable times with his family. May he be richly blessed and freshly anointed by 
God in preparation for another busy year of leadership.  
 
Praise God for our great Board members, staff and volunteers, who support 
MMM in so many ways. Pray for them to have a very blessed, safe Christmas and 
a refreshing holiday period with family and friends in preparation for serving God 
in the coming year.  
 
Pray for God to attract people of his choosing to be willing to take on the role of 
Managers in the States where there will be vacancies next year. Praise God for 
the very faithful service of Lyndon and Kelly Bell in NSW over the past 7 years and 
Rod and Lynn Dowling for 3 years in Tasmania. May God richly bless their future 
as they continue serving God elsewhere. 
 
Pray for our love for the Lord to grow, along with our trust in him to meet all the needs of each of us and the 
work of MMM. May we be pleasing witness’ for him in all we do and say. 
 
“We can do nothing without prayer. All things can be done by importunate prayer.”  - E. M. Bounds 

“Prayer is the greatest of all forces, because it honours God and brings Him into active aid.” - E. M. Bounds 

“Ask of me is the one condition God puts in the very advance and triumph of His cause.” - E. M. Bounds 
                                
E. M. Bounds (1835-1913) was trained to be a lawyer before he entered the ministry during his twenties. 
Throughout his life he was a man deeply devoted to prayer who has inspired many through his books on prayer. 

Through his writings he has inspired many to deepen their de-
pendence on God and usefulness to God through prayer.   
 
Sincere thanks to everyone who is part of MMM’s prayer net-
work. Your support in this way is so valued and vital to what we 
do. May God richly bless you for being such a blessing to MMM.                

  
 
 
 
 

 
Direct Deposit 
Bank: NAB         Acc Name: MMM Australia 
BSB: 083-964   Acc No.: 51-611-2513 
Description: <Your Surname> Donation 
 

Cheque or Money Order 
Mail to: 
5/621 Whitehorse Rd 
Mitcham VIC 3132 


